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15 requirements of the Act
GOALS OUTCOMES

• Balance and protect the natural, 
social, cultural, historic, and 
economic interests of the 

• Integrated ocean 
management plan

marine ecosystem

• Recognize and protect 
biodiversity, ecosystem health, 

• Special, sensitive, unique 
resources identified and 

STy, y ,
and the interdependence of 
ecosystems

• Support wise use of marine

protected

• Areas for renewables

TRATEG
Support wise use of marine 
resources, including renewable 
energy, sustainable uses, and 
infrastructure

Areas for renewables 
and other uses identified 
with performance 
standards

G
IES

• Incorporate new knowledge as 
the basis for management that 
adapts over time to address

• Blueprint for Plan 2.0: 
science, stakeholder, 

li /adapts over time to address 
changing social, technological, 
and environmental conditions

policy/management 
adaptive frameworks



Translating the Oceans Act into an 
ocean plan through spatial data

Oceans 
Act

Draft 
PlanAct

G l d Compatibilit Screening

Plan 

PlanGoals and 
strategies

Plan objectives

Compatibility 
assessment

Siting preferences

Screening 
criteria

Represent

Plan
development

Develop planPlan objectives

Decision‐making 
guidance

Siting preferences

Functional compatibility 
analysis

Policy decisions

Represent 
compatibility 
assessment 
with available 

ll l

Develop plan 
based on 
synthesis of 
spatial and 

Policy decisions spatially‐explicit 
data

management 
elements 



Connecting statutory mandate through goals, 
strategies to spatial information

Oceans Act 
requirement

Goal Strategy Data
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Effective 

Minimize conflicts 
with fishing by 
siting new

• Commercial 
fishing:

Reflect the 
importance of the 
waters of the 

stewardship:

Support wise use 

siting new 
development areas 
outside areas of:

fishing:
DMF catch 
reports, SAFIS
data, NMFS vessel

Commonwealth to 
its citizens who 
derive livelihoods 
and recreational

of marine 
resources, 
including 

renewable energy

• Significant 
commercial 
fishing effort and 

data, NMFS vessel 
trip reports

• Recreational
and recreational 
benefits from 

fishing 

renewable energy, 
sustainable uses, 
and infrastructure

g
value

• Concentrated

fishing:
DMF survey
MMTA  survey

recreational
fishing activity



Ocean Plan 
Management 
Areas:Areas:
• Prohibited‐13%
R bl E 2%• Renewable Energy‐2%

• Multi‐use‐85%



Special, Sensitive 
or Unique 
ResourcesResources

New regulatory sitingNew regulatory siting 
standard under MEPA



Composite 
Management 



Management of 
sand mining for 
beachbeach 
nourishment



Management of 
cables



Management of 
pipelines



Management of 
commercial tidal



Ecological Valuation Index



Exclusionary 
Screening  Results



Designated, 
Provisional, and 
Offshore WindOffshore Wind 
Areas



Science FrameworkScience Framework

• Ecosystem monitoring characterizationEcosystem monitoring, characterization, 
mapping, and classification
– Seafloor mapping– Seafloor mapping

– Sediment organism/benthos surveys

Biological assessment– Biological assessment

– Long‐term observations (water column, climate)



Science Framework

• Characterization and mapping of human 

Science Framework

C a acte at o a d app g o u a
uses/activities
– Recreational fishing, boating
– Commercial fishing by gear type/seasonal patterns
– Etc

• Ecosystem Models
– EVI
Ph i l/ h i l hi d l– Physical/chemical oceanographic models

– Quantifying ecosystem services
– Scenario support toolsScenario support tools



Science FrameworkScience Framework

• Applied researchApplied research
– Species habitat usage combining surveys plus 
habitat mapping e ghabitat mapping, e.g.

– Thresholds/tipping points (species and climate 
change, e.g.)change, e.g.)

– Approaches to reducing incompatibilities

• Indicators• Indicators

• Data management and communication  


