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AThe risk assessment was designed to inform the
policy process, with a clear articulation of the status
of habitats (even if such status is unknown) and, if
appropriate, a problem statement relevant to
groundfish habitats.

AThe best available ecological, environmental, and
fisheries information was reviewed and incorporated
Into appropriate databases, in consultation with
scientific advisory committees and agency scientists.

ASpe(_:ific iInformation was assembled into a GIS and
applied to the identification and description of EFH
alternatives.




Information included In the EIS:

A Fish distributions
A Distribution of benthic substratum types
A Size and location of estuaries
A Distribution of canopy kelp
A Distribution of seagrass
A Bathymetry
Latitude and distribution of some structure-forming invertebrates

A Associations among groundfish species and benthic substratum
types
A Life histories of groundfish species

A A general description of pelagic habitats.



Decision-Making Framework for EFH EIS
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Example from
Monterey Bay, CA,
showing the
polygon grid used
for the U.S. west
coast (10 meters
by depth and 10
minutes by
latitude).
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Output from HSP
model for adult
darkblotched

rockfish (Sebastes
crameri)




