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Policy and Law Evolution

ÅLaws and policies establishing the 

compatibility standard

üRefuge Recreation Act of 1962

Åñcompatible with the primary purposes for 

which the area was establishedò



U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

National Wildlife Refuge System

Compatibility Training 2005

Policy and Law Evolution

ÅLaws and policies establishing the 

compatibility standard

üLack of clear policy leads to 

inconsistency

Åñédecisions were based on local 

pressures and interests, likes and 

dislikesò

ü1980 Refuge Manual policy
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Policy and Law Evolution

ÅPractices Lead to Problems 

ÅIndividual managers applied 
unclear standard according to own 
ideas

ÅSued by special interests and 
criticized  by Congress 

ÅLead to series of special reports 
highlighting problem
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Policy and Law Evolution

ÅLaws and policies establishing the 

compatibility standard

ü1980 Refuge Manual Policy

Åñuse may not be allowed unless 

compatible with purposeò

Åñmaterially interfere with or detract fromò
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Policy and Law Evolution

ÅNew policy and law emerge

ü1997 Refuge Improvement Act

ÅClear mission

ÅHierarchy of uses

(wildlife first, big 6, other uses)

ÅMaintains the compatibility standard

ÅGives detail on the compatibility standard

ÅRequires that compatibility regulations be 

done



U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

National Wildlife Refuge System

Compatibility Training 2005

Evolution of Policy - Summary

ÅSingle use (wildlife first)

ÅDominant use (wildlife most 

important)

ÅMultiple use (wildlife & other uses)

ÅSingle use, priority uses, & other 

uses
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New Compatibility Policy

Major Changes

ÅDeterminations in writing

ÅPublic review and comment

ÅMission and purposes

ÅRelated to CCPs

ÅPriority public uses given 

consideration
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New Compatibility Policy

Major Changes (cont.)

ÅFunding considerations now part of 

sound professional judgment

ÅSome management activities 

covered if economic return

ÅNo compensatory mitigation to 

make compatible
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3  How to Prepare a Compatibility 

Determination

ÅIntroduction

üOverview of 

compatibility form

üSimple yet 

complicated

üRefuge meansé
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Compatibility Determination

ÅA written determination by the 

Refuge Manager 

Åa proposed use or existing use of a  

refuge is or is not a compatible use.  


